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i] Faster Faster Productions 
Welcome to Degeneration 
Overdrive, the work of 
me and my lesser evil 
Carl. Explanations are 
Fain order as to why we 
4 bring you this zine you 
i i id might say? 
Well, Rock and Roll be the answer! | find it annoy- 
ing to say the very least, that there are few 
resources on good rock and roll from around the 
globe in our part of the woods. The record shops 
don’t carry much, and if we are to trust the larger 
magazines, we will only find out what big labels 
are pushing on to us and what new trend the rock 
world is trying to sell us. 
It is my hope that | can enlighten some of you with 
interviews, news, and insight into some of the less- 
er known and sometimes better known rock acts 
around today. Maybe by creating a demand for 
these groups they will eventually grace our stages 
and bring more diversity to all of our ears. 
We hope for a bit of fun in the process as well. 
Without further ado, read on! 
Flo the Action 
PPA 0 UR aS OS 
Flo’s Hell Yeahs: 
The Hellacopters for issuing a new box set, me 
leaving the dreaded Montreal cold for winter in 
Honduras (so long suckers!), the amazing ZEKE 
show, the Action Bar, SOCIAL DISTORTION’s 
great comeback, the METALLIAN show, Angie for 
kicking ass, the zine coming out (thanks fo all the 
bands!), Carl and all you punks and rock ‘n 
rollers, 
—— 
Flo’s F**k This List: 
The great American puppeteer, missing BACK- 
YARD BABIES, SOCIAL DISTORTION, GUITAR 
WOLF, ELECTRIC FRANKENSTEIN and MAXIMUM 
RNR while I’m away (F**k! F**k! F**k!), missing 
good friends, hangovers in general, my ever bro- 
ken amp! 


LT 


Turntable Top Ten: 

EDDIE SPAGHETTI- The Sauce 

THE HELLACOPTERS- Cream of the Crap Vol. 2 
EUROBOYS- Jet Age 

THE BONES- Straight Flush Ghetto 

SILVER- White Diary 

ZEKE- ‘Til the Living End 

THE LUCKY PUNCH- Kick Up a Hullabaloo 
THE LAST VEGAS- Lick ‘em and Leave ‘em 
SOCIAL DISTORTION- Somewhefe between... 
SOCIAL DISTORTION- Sex, Love & Rock ‘n Roll 


ISINFORMATION FOR THE UNENL 


Hot Carl, Esq. 
Crimewave Productions 
Somebody once told me 
that as a prerequisite, all 
small zines are destined 
to begin with a state- 
ment from the “editor” 
apologizing for being 
late with the newest 
issue. | personally saw to it that this sacred tradi- 
tion be upheld with the inaugural edition of 
Degeneration Overdrive! That having been said, 
what you now hold in your hands is a labor of 
love, and | look forward to spending future 
evenings swearing at a computer in my ongoing 
quest to help spread the disease that is rock ‘n roll. 
Cheers, Hot Carl. 

CSA ATs Re 
Carl’s Yeahs: 

D.A.N.G.E.R. on new year's eve, the (albeit short 
lived) return of the Action bar, karaoke au p'tit 
boque, our new loft. All the bands and contribu- 
tors who helped make this project possible, and 
all those who continue to support grass roots 
music. 


Saeed We 
Carl’s F**k This List: 

Petit being kidnapped, trojans, pay to play, sweat- 
shop employment, Flo for the black eye on Xmas 
nite! 


i LEE E EES 


Turntable Top Ten: 

GIRLSCHOOL- Hit and Run 
MAXIMUM RNR- S/T 

JUDAS PRIEST- Screaming for Vengeance 
ED GEIN’S CAR- Live on WFMU 
TURBONEGRO- Apocalypse Dudes 
MOTLEY CRUE- Shout at the Devil 

7 SECONDS- The Crew 

SUNDAY SINNERS- S/T 

THE AVERSIONS- S/T 

IRON MAIDEN- Number of the Beast 


REACH OUT AND TOUCH US 


With plans of moving towards a larger format in the 
works, we're currently on the prowl for contributions, 
additional material for review as well as advertisers. 
Scathing criticisms and small unmarked bills are 
also strongly encouraged. 


_ Regular mail: 
5505 lberville #236, Montreal Qc, Canada 
H2G 2B2 


email: 
fasterhg@yahoo.com 


JLARS FREDERIKSEN 


kind of felt like you were part of a band, and num- 
ber 2, | never had any money to buy a guitar or 
anything like that. When | was about 15, | pretty 
much just became a junkie, drunk guy. | really did- 
n't go to foo many shows... | did junkie things, you 
know what | mean? Just kinda tried to fit in so | 
could cop better. If you're a junkie, you know what 
I'm talking about. Or were. But when | was about 
16, my friend Simon Woodstock who later became 
a pro skater... ‘cause where | grew up in Campbell 
there was a skate park, probably one of the most 
famous skateparks in history, and when we were 
kids, we used to go down and watch Cab, Ray 
Bones, Peters could skate, all those guys. And 
they were bringing that punk rock in, and of 
course, Caballero had the Faction... My brother 
was hanging out with those dudes, and...what was 
your question again? 


| was wondering about when you joined the 
UK Subs... 


That's what | was getting fo! So | was trying to tell 
you about when | bought my first guitar, is what | 
was trying to do. Well, my friend Simon Woodstock 
had a paper route. So | went fo go help him, and 
he would pay me $10 every sunday, and | just kept 
my money, for whatever reason, just kept it and 
bought that guitar- you know that guitar that's 
smashed on the cover of the Roots Radical 7"? 


PPS 49H 


Whipping the kids into a wild frenzy 


That was my first guitar! So | started playing guitar 
when | was 16, and me and Gordie started this 
band when we were 17 or 18. So this is what | was 
getting at: UK Subs are playing Gilman street, 
we're playing this like big punk rock fest with the 
Melvins, JFA, Bilast, Capitol Punishment, there 
were like 12 bands, and we played like right 
before all the headlining bands were starting. 
Charlie Harper came to the show. | recognized 
him instantly, We started talking, and he had seen 
my band with Gordie do a cover of Organized 
Crime, which is a UK Subs song. He said you're a 
really great guitar player, and we started buying 
each other drinks. They had Karl from. the 
Exploited and Broken Bones playing guitar at the 
time, and they were trying to get rid of him. He 
said that they were looking for a new guitar play- 
er, and that he thought I'd be perfect. | thought he 
was bullshitting me, you know? So he gave me a 
number where he was staying in Oakland, | gave 
him my phone number. | was still living at my 
mom's. | was supposed to call him the next day, 
which was a saturday. | was so hungover, and just 
thought he was blowing smoke up my ass, fo get 
me to buy him drinks, that | didn't call him. So 
Sunday, around 8:30 in the morning, he calls me 
at my mom's house. And he says "What happened 
to yesterday, | thought you were gonna call me? | 
wanted to talk to you about the band!" | told him | 
thought he was pulling my leg, and he says " No 
no no, | was being serious. | want a new guy, 
you're young..." Brian Barnes, the Bass player was 
relatively young. He was the closest one to me in 
age, he was like 26... 


Yeah, they're pretty old guys now... 


Yeah, Charlie was forty something... well, he's 61 
now, so do the math. And so | went and hung out 
with 'em. Took the bus down to the bar. We went 
and saw Buck Naked and the Bare Bottom Boys at 
this place in San Francisco, and we just hit it off! 
So he says "My wife is from Wisconsin, and I'll be 
there after tour. Will you send me a demo tape, so 
| can just listen to your songs?" So after | send him 
the demo tape, he wrote me a letter back... | got 
it on my birthday actually, so it was August of '89, 
So basically, on my birthday, | was high on speed, 
and | read the letter which said "I can't believe you 
want to leave the band you're in now, you're more 
than capable of playing this music.... If you want 
into the band, come over." 


So you must've been shitting your pants! 


Dude! | couldn't believe it! | mean, here | was- this 
kid from Campbell, you know what | mean? And 
if anybody remembers California in the 80's, the 
only bands that were keeping it real were bands 


1 like Operation lvy and a few others, that was 


pa 


about it, So | got a job, made about $550 | think 
it was, and bought a plane ticket to England. A 
week later I'm playing with Max Splodge, and a 
week after that I'm playing my first gig with the UK 
Subs. At the time | was so strung out, | was drink- 
ing a lot, and | think Charlie was kind of expect- 
ing something a little different, and | pretty much 
ruined that for myself. 


So how long were you in the band for? 


Charlie seems to think it was about a year, | think 
it was a little shorter than that. But we've discussed 
it, Now me and Charlie are better friends than we 
ever were. You know, he calls me every time he's 
in town, | call him every time I'm there... we love 
each other, you know? He's like my dad. He actu- 
ally spent '73 and '74 in Campbell. So meanwhile, 
while | was being born and being 2 years old, he 
was living just a mile away from me, believe it or 
not. And that's just how funny life turns out. So 
that's pretty much how | joined the band, but when 
| left, it wasn't on good terms. | was pretty bitter 
about them. We finally patched things up in '95 
when | went over there for ...And Out Come the 
Wolves. We sat down at a Chinese restaurant, and 
talked...'cause | had been saying some negative 
things about him, and that was my first and only 
experience of talking shit about somebody in the 
press, aside from maybe politicians, or R. Kelly or 
something, you know? But that kind of taught me 
a lot, because it hurt him. So we patched things 
up, and it's coming to the point where we're gonna 
do an anniversary show. But you know, me and 
Tim just did this acoustic gig up in Seattle, the first 
of it's kind, and we did Tomorrow's Girls, which is 
a Subs song. We love those guys, and | have noth- 
ing but the utmost respect for them. Rancid was 
the same situation- | played in another band with 
Rancid, was freaking out about 'em, and next 
thing you know, I'm in 'em. 


So in 1995, you released ...And Out Come the 
Wolves, and things really started to take off 
for you... 


But things started to take off kinda before then 
with Let's Go.... 


Yeah, but I'm talking in terms of really main- 
stream coverage.... 


Yeah, and | mean that happened so f**king 
organically... Actually, it happened like this: In 
October of 1993, our video for Hyena, before 
there was Green Day videos and Offspring videos 
on MTV, they played our Hyena video, And then 
when we got home, we started making Let's Go. 
We didn't know, we were just like street kids like, 
f**k, whatever you know? Then next thing you 


know, radio stations in Boston and Chicago just 
started playing Salvation. We never went to them 
and said "Hey, play our song" they just started 
playing it. Then next thing you know, it just started 
generating and generating, and next thing you 
know, we're on tour in Little Rock Arkansas, and 
we'd just shot a video for Nihilism, and Brett 
Gurewitz called us. So Brett says "Lookit, this song 
Salvation is like becoming this hit song. Could you 
guys shoot a video for Salvation?" So we're like 
"Yeah, we're on tour right now, when we get home, 
we'll see if we can do it." So we shot it. Then Green 
Day started blowing up huge, and Offspring was 
blowing up huge, and then it just kinda paved the 
way for Rancid to kinda come in. With Let's Go, | 
think it had sold like 400 000 copies or something 
crazy like that... 


Which is a shitload! 


Which is a shitload, coz Bad Religion at the time 
was the Biggest punk band in the world, and they 
were selling like 350 000 copies of their record 
you know what | mean, and we were like "We're 
never going to be as big as Bad Religion!". | mean, 
we didn't even have that train of thought, we were 
just like "We're lucky to be making records!" you 
know, "Brett Gurewitz has given us a ton of money, 
trusting we're not gonna go out and buy dope with 
it!" You know? By a ton of money, | mean $5 000 
to make a record, that's a ton of money. And that's 
how much we made Let's Go for. Roughly around 
that, maybe a little bit more. 


Which is fairly cheap, considering. 


Well dude, the first Bastards record was made for 
$4 000. The cost pretty much was basically hiring 
somebody to engineer it and mix it. And you can 
make records like that, and that's the way you 
should make records. You shouldn't be spending 
millions of dollars making a record, that's overkill. 


So | assume you record everything live, then 
tack on vocal tracks after? 


Yeah. We basically get a band in the room, and 
we record, Sometimes we do the scratch vocals 
like on Dead Bodies, for instance. There's a couple 
other songs like Start Now on Indestructible. 


How would you say the success you've had as 
a band has impacted the way you live? 


Well, it had a big impact. I'm a kid from the proj- 
ect housing, my mom could barely put food on the 
table. | remember growing up in the Reagan era, 
and having Raisin Bran for Christmas dinner. You 
know what | mean? And government cheese. We 
all went through that shit. being a kid in the 70's 


wasn't all that cool when you had working class 
families and pretty much single parent homes, 
which we all had. So getting some sort of success, 
and it being said that you're good at what you're 
doing- if you had told us that punk rock would 
have become that big, we would've said you're out 
of your f**king mind. And | think it really took us a 
long time to figure out what was really happening. 
Like when Let's Go was doing that big, we didn't 
have an idea what that meant, or how much the 
record had sold. We didn't care! The shows were 
good, and that's all we really cared about! There 
wasn't millions and millions of dollars going into 
our bank accounts. It's still not that way. But for 
me, l've finally been able to move my mother out 
of the projects. That's what this has given me. 
We're fortunate and grateful to have people who 
like us enough to wanna buy something with our 
name on it, and that's pretty f**king cool. 


I guess you used to dumpster dive a lot when 
you were younger... 


(Laughing) Oh God, yeah... You know, my grand- 
mother was doing that for a while, which is unfor- 
tunate. F 


So what would you say was your biggest 
score while doing this? 


Oh, a rig. 


Mr. Ashcroft would disapprove 


A what? 
A hypodermic needle. 
Like you got stung by one? 


No man, my biggest score was actually finding a 
rig | could clean and shoot dope with! 


Oh, f**k! 


See what | was getting at? That's why | dumpster 
dived, | wasn't looking for food (laughter), | was 
looking for VCR's that | could say worked, sell 'em 
and cop a bag. No, but | remember my biggest 
score at the time, | was dumpster diving behind 
this hospital, and | found one of those red bags 
that had a bunch of used hypodermic needles in 
them. And |... used them. I'm lucky | don't have 
Aids probably...but that was at the time my biggest 
score, 


There's been a lot of talk about the layout in 
your new record which features several pho- 
tos of you surrounded by naked women. 
Could you tell me a little about the idea 
behind this? 


Sure. There's a lot of bits to the idea. The first 
thing, ‘cause we knew we were calling the record 
Viking, and that's kind of something that's Viking- 
esque... 


Conquering women, basically? 


No. There's 2 bigger reasons, | probably should 
have gotten to those... Number one, I'd never seen 
that on a punk record before, and number two, it 
was kind of a reaction to the political climate that 
we are currently facing in the United States of 
America, and the freedom of speech issue. You've 
got a guy like Mr. Ashcroft who refused to do a 
speech in front of two or three hundred year-old 
paintings that Thomas Jefferson did speeches in 
front of, because they were partially nude, He had 
them covered up. So when you've got that sort of 
thing going on, you know that your rights and... 
our God given rights as being American citizens 
are threatened. What they teach you in School is 
freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and the 
pursuit of happiness. | don't think those rights are 
being upheld. And you got the right wing Christian 
coalition, and that was kind of to piss them off too 
(laughter)... Everybody's gonna have their opin- 
ions, | don't really give a f**k about anybody's 
opinion, you know, | don't care. | was doing this to 
make a statement about where | was in my per- 
sonal life, where | was politically, and where | was 
in my head. You know, people read too much into 
art. It's a picture. I'm with them. I'm not saying that 
all women should look like this, they're f**king 


pornstars for Christ's sake. I'm not saying that 
women should look like this to be attractive, and 
I'm not saying that all women are whores, and all 
the rest of these things I'm sure someone, some- 
where must be thinking. | don't really care, to be 
honest with you. | was basically saying "F**k you, | 
am who | am, and if you don't like it, go f**k your- 
self, because | don't really give a shit!" That's kinda 
what the whole record is saying. | don't give a f**k 
what you think of me. | write songs about sleeping 
with prostitutes- big f**king deal! At least I'm hon- 
est about it. So | know a lot of these PC 
motherf*kers who might have problems with my 
record, and to be honest, they're the biggest hyp- 
ocrites of them all. I've never claimed to be any- 
thing other than what | am, and the fact that might 
be unacceptable to somebody is their business... 
because I'll tell you what right now. There was a 
guy who ran Germany from the early 30's through 
to the mid 40's. You remember his name? Kinda 
had a little mustache like Charlie Chaplin... He 
burned a lot of art. Did you know 50% of them 
were nudes? So if he found the naked body offen- 
sive and that kind of art offensive, then what are 
those other people who find my art offensive try- 
ing to say? You can go so far to the goddamn left 
that you turn out to be a right winger. That's the 
whole thing. So if you've got a problem with some- 
thing that is art, that is aesthetic, then don't buy it, 
and don't look at it. 


f 


LIGHTNING ROUND! 


Sex, Drugs, Rock ‘n Roll. How would you rank 
these in order of priority? 


Rock ‘n Roll, Sex, and then Drugs, 


What do you think you'd be doing if not for 
your music right now? 


I'd be in jail. 
What would you say has been the high point 


of your career? 


Being in a band with the same people for this 
long. 


When everything is all said and done, how 
would you like to be remembered? 


| think I'd like to be remembered as someone who 
stood up for himself, and for the things he 
believed in. 


Any final words? 


Just be true to yourself, just do whatever the f**k 
you want to do. Don't listen to anybody other than 
yourself, because who knows you, after all, better 
than you? & 


aan 
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THOR SPEAKS: | 


Ancient scrolls tell of a barbaric Thunder God who, in the late 20th century, mercilessly 
set the international heavy metal scene ablaze from across the frozen Canadian tundra. 
Recently hailed as one of the top 100 frontmen of all time by the UK’s Classic Rock 
Magazine, THOR has returned from exile to reclaim his throne. By Hot Carl 


Let's start from the beginning- you began 
competing at a very high level as a body- 
builder while still a teenager. What titles do 
you have fo your credit? 


Some are Mr. Teenage America, Mr. USA, Mr. 
Canada, Mr. Junior Canada, Mr. International, 
Mr. North America, Mr. Universe, Mr. Western 
Canada and more. | have won over 40 awards 
in Bodybuilding. 


There was a time when you even found 
yourself competing alongside the likes of 
Lou Ferrigno and Arnold Schwarzenneger. 
Any dirt you'd care to spill on the current 
governor of California? Do you feel he is 
worthy of such a position? Would you ever 
consider pursuing politics yourself? 


If you ever saw the movie “The Terminator” that 
symbolizes Arnold. He’ll stop at nothing and do 
whatever it takes to achieve his goals. He does 
enjoy the political arena as he did acting and 
bodybuilding. He is getting stronger and more 
powerful as we speak. He’ll find some way to 
change the US law and have a foreign born indi- 
vidual become president in 2008. | have been 
asked to get into politics but never made the 
plunge. We'll see.... 


When you initially entered show business, 
you were involved in a wide range of pro- 
ductions- from striptease bits in cabarets to 
Elvis-like shows. Could you tell me about the 
evolution of your career from this to full- 
fledged Metal God? 


When | first started the band “Mikl Body Rock”, | 
performed concerts at arenas developing my 
Gladiator Rock concept. In one concert 
“Applejack” who later became “Trooper” opened 
up for us. We even did concerts at half time at 
wrestling events like we did in 1974 at the 
Gardens in Vancouver. We toured all over North 
America. The show was becoming more and 
more popular. | then got some hefty offers to per- 
form my show in Hawaii, Las Vegas, Los Angeles 
and New York. | then developed the Thor concept 
which evolved. | tried out all sorts of ideas and 
concepts, sometimes coming out on stage in total 
glitter outfits (We were in the time of Glitter Rock) 
to later appearing in full on leather and studs. 
But yes, some of the concerts | did were packed 
by thousands of all female audiences, and they 
wanted a show of shows. Later | developed an 
act called Thor and The Imps and from then on 
the Thor concept kept rolling forward. We then 
signed a major record deal and my life changed 
forever. s 


What’s the craziest thing you’ve seen or 
done while on tour? 


I've seen and done everything. | guess the 
incredible amounts of wildness that goes on. Like 
signing women’s breasts, asses and other parts 
after the show. Or the time where all these girls 
took off their clothes and attacked the stage dur- 
ing a performance. About 10 of them jumped on 
top of me while others grabbed my sword and 
hammer. 


There apparently was a lot of bad blood 
between Gene Simmons and yourself during 
the 1980's. There’s been lots of speculation 
about this, with stories ranging from you 
almost killing him in a streetfight, to him 
pulling a gun on you. Would you care to set 
the record straight about what actually hap- 
pened between you two? 


Actually, Gene and | were friends. | always 
admired the Kiss show, and saw both Gene and 
Paul Stanley in New York when | lived there. In 
1976, | appeared with Kiss at Maple Leaf 
Gardens. So to set the record straight we are 
both heavy rock performers who wear costumes 
& portray their version of the Thunder God. In 
England in 1985, | attended a party with Paul 
and Gene. Bon Jovi was there as well. 


HEL 


The Thunder God is no stranger to the 
touch of a woman 


How do you feel about the current wave of 
heavy metal? What newer bands, if any, 
would you say do the genre justice? 


Bands | like are Goat Horn, Arch Enemy, Damien 
Storm, Empyria, Sweet Justice 


What can fans expect from you in the com- 
ing months? Any new projects you’ve been 
working on? 


Watch out for new CD “Thor Against The World” 
which will be coming out with a new DVD in 
2005. Our last album “Beastwomen From The 
Center of The Earth” had huge sales. We are 
developing a new movie and electronic game for 
it. We just finished up my new movie Intercessor 
which was premiered at the American Film 
Market last week in California. It has some 
incredible Metal music in it and should be out on 
DVD in 2005. Also shot a new video with John 
Fasano directing. It has a lot of high energy. 
Besides producing other bands and artists, | 
have more and more projects. Check out 
www.thorcentral.com and www.intercessor- 
movie.com 


You've had a long and illustrious career. But 
if you were to go back and change one 
thing, what would it be? 


| wouldn't change a thing. I’ve had the most excit- 
ing, incredible career anyone could ever have. | 
am very grateful for the amazing success | have. 


Any last words? 


Yes. Keep focused. Keep believing in yourself. | 
would like to thank all the Thor fans who have 
supported me through the years.. 


Paul Stanley can attest to Thor’s might 


With winter’s icy grip slowly creeping up on us, hundreds of Montrealers made their way 
to cabaret La Tulipe to catch a fleeting glimpse of a band who still knows what it means to 
play rock fast and hard, as though it were their last night on earth. We caught up with the 
boys in the theatre basement minutes before they proceeded to tear the place apart like a 


pack of wild cheetahs. By Hot Carl and Flo 


ZEKE is Diamond Jeff Matz (Bass), Blind Markie 
Fletchtone (Guitar, Vocals), Donny Paycheck 
(Drums) 


How's tour been so far? 
M: Kick ass, man. 
D: We've been away for 16 days, so far.. 


So this is your first time playing Canada. Is 
there any particular reason why you haven't 
been able to make it here in the past? 


D: Yeah, legal reasons... 

M: Illegal reasons! 

D: Well, they're mostly mine.. 

M: It's all his fault! 

Do you mind elaborating a little? 


D: Well, yeah... | was involved with a bunch of 
f**ked up kids and drugs when | was a younger 
guy, and so | ended up getting some felonies for, 
you know, burglary, and taking a car... stuff like 
that. Then the rest of the charges that I've had 
were like mostly possession. Canada doesn't like 
that shit... but | guess the States doesn't either! So 
we've had to go through what you call legal hoops 
to get across the border. 


So did you have to get pardoned or some- 
thing? 


D: It's called criminal rehabilitation, and then you 
get a temporary residency to your country. Plus we 
needed the work visa, so it was very expensive. 


Where does the name ZEKE come from? 


M: Zeke is a lot of things... I'm from Oregon, and 
| know a couple of dudes down there who grew 
mushrooms, and they were dudes | just really 
looked up to... That's part of the reason for the 
name, It's also a derogatory term for not so edu- 


cated people in the American south. 


You seem to place a great deal of emphasis 
on moforcycles.... 


M: Well, a lot of the guys in the band Zeke ride 
motorcycles. We've also written a lot of songs 
about different cars and stuff, you know, just as 
much as we've written songs about getting drugs 
or whatever... 


What kind of bikes do you have? 


M: | always have different bikes... I've had a T-500 
for a little while, I've taken that thing apart a bunch 
of times and always try to do different stuff with it. 
I've also ridden a Kawasaki V-900, that was a pret- 
ty good bike, and | also rode a few others. But 
when | get a bike, | usually try to strip it down to its 
bare essentials...But you know, what we do isn't 
about motorcycles or cars or anything, it's just 
about rock 'n roll. But you know, it's cool imagery. 


These are the people your mother warned 
you about 


You recently went from being a four piece to 
a three piece. How did that come about, and 
how do feel about the new working dynamics 
of the band? 


M: Actually, we went from a three piece to a four 
piece, then back to a three piece. But yeah, it is a 
challenge... We're doing quite a few songs off the 
first album, and one of the reasons is that it's a lot 
easier for us to do those songs as a three piece, 
‘cause they're written for a three piece lineup. It 
came about because Sonny had a kid, and he 
always wanted to be a motorcycle mechanic and 
got the opportunity to do that. 


D: He probably wants to kill us all too! (Laughter) 


M: A couple of us probably... No actually, we're 
just kidding... 


| just noticed one of you has a ZEKE tattoo- do 
all of you have one? 


M: Yeah, | think | was the first one to get one. | got 
this chick to buy me one. Well, | didn't get her to, 
she volunteered. She said "You've gotta get a band 
tattoo!". It's really bad. It's poor. 


B: It's grade A! 


M: It's prison quality... Also, | should mention that 
if you leave Zeke, we come to your house, every- 
body that's in the band ZEKE has a band tattoo, 
and we cut the tattoo out of your skin. 


D: We're making a museum, 


M: (raising his voice) If you're in you're in- you're 
in, and if you're out-you're out! 


Out for good! 
M: No, I'm just kidding dude (laughter) 


Do you guys have any side projects on the 
go? 


D: Yeah, we've got a few side projects, | think we're 
always doing them. Jeff and |, for a while have 
been doing a band called Camarosmith, we put 
out a record. Mark's always doing some sorta side 
project. He had one called Family Sex Jackpot, 
they're really good. You're doing something now, 
what are they called The Pilgrifhs or something? 


Showing off their body of work 


M: No, | went through a mod band called The 
New Pilgrims, but then | was like "What am | 
doing?!" Actually, a friend of mine that wanted to 
be in ZEKE, but kinda couldn't be, | started a band 
with him. It's called Hellbound for Glory. 


Could you tell us about the most memorable 
fist fight you've been involved in as a band? 


M: | don't get into fistfights. 
B: Yeah right. 


M: | don't, man! Look at me dude! | mean it's not 
like I've never been in one, but I've watched this 
guy (Donny) get into a lot of fistfights! 


D: They suck... 


M: Yeah, the worst one I've ever seen, that other 
members of the band besides myself were 
involved in, was in Dallas Texas. It was REALLY 
bad, and there were like 15 or 20 people involved 
in this all out... this bar brawl that just went out- 
side... Just everybody was involved. I've never seen 
so many drunk maniacs...It was just really violent 
and ugly, it was just messed up, it was pretty bad. 
D: | had blood all going down my face... 


Were there bottles and pool cues and stuff? 
D: Bottles, but no pool cues, but.. 
M: Just bottles- but no pool cues! 


B: Actually, pool cues make very bad weapons for 
beating, because they break. 


D: There was only one bottle and that basically 
stopped the fight. Someone broke a bottle and 


ca SELECTIONS FROM THE FAMILY 


Who do you think would win a fight between | B: Led Zeppelin Il. 


King Diamond and Glenn Danzig? *» 
What song would you like to have heard at ec0e 


B: Obviously King Diamond your funeral? 


M: Because Danzig can't fight! D: They could play Electric Funeral at my funeral. 


B: I'd say Buried Alive by Venom. Followed by raise 


What's your beverage of choice? 
the dead. 


D: Coffee 
M: What's that song by Antiseen? Walking dead. 


M: Blood of a young virgin. 
Any last words? 


B: Urine. 
M: Just happy to be in Canada. 


What's the first album you ever bought? 
D: Listen to lots of Black Sabbath. 


D: Mine's between either Destroyer or Van Halen 1. 


B: Yeah, what he said. 


M: The first record | ever bought was Whole lotta 
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Ever heard of a band called SLAYER? Well, Maximum RNR actually sound nothing like 
them. Thoroughly hungover from yet another routine evening of senseless debauchery, 
Toronto’s finest and I sat down to a greasy breakfast, and just let the tape run. Behold the 


power of editing! By Hot Carl 


Maximum RNR is: Mike Sydney (Bass), Mike 
Childs (Drums), Keith Maurik (Guitar), Keith 
Carman (Guitar) and Louie Durand (Vocals) 


The band was originally known as Maximum 
RNB. Could you tell me about the events that 
led to the name change? 


MC: Well, we just kicked out the other guy and got 
Louie! (Laughter) 


MS: Well, we had Max Randi as our vocalist for a 
while... Keith (Maurik) discovered him at the Silver 
Dollar one night, | guess it was Elvis karaoke?! 
Anyway, it was an open stage night. Max had a lot 
of energy, he was this crazy sorta performer and 
everything, but it seemed to be kinda like a one 
trick pony sorta thing. He would carry on and 
scream and yell, he’d put on a really energetic live 
show, and people liked it. But eventually he got 
involved with people in another band, with Greg 
Godovitz and his girlfriend. Max hung out with 
Greg all the time, and basically, he had visions of 
branching out on his own... Max is an interesting 
character as we all know, right? We never really 
diagnosed what was up with Max, he had some 
kind of autism or something. He’d be kind of in 
and out, when he performed live he was amazing, 


but | think a lot of people also ran away with their 
hands over their ears ‘cause he was like 
“Agarrggghh!!!”... You know, you’d see it once 


next time it’d be like “Okay, whatever, | think we've 
seen enough of that...”. At least that’s the general 
impression we used to get. Anyways, we tried to 
do a recording, which didn’t really work out, then 
his manager... well, basically his girlfriend, she 
was trying to coerce him outta the band. She want- 
ed him to be under her wing, she wanted to be his 
personal manager,. so Max came back to us with 
a letter saying he wanted to get paid separate 
from the band, and that he wanted to have Stella 
run his affairs and stuff. He talked to Keith and 
kinda gave him an ultimatum. So we said 
“Okay...sorry!” (Laughter) 


L: It was the day before they recorded too! 


MC: Keith was freaking out...well all of us were, 
going into the studio without a singer... 


KM: “Hey we wanna record, but our singer just 


left...” 


So that’s where you came in? 
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L: Yeah, well | met Keith Carman one night maybe | KM: Should be in March, hopefully. We were given 


two months before, it was at a bar, | used to work 
‘till midnight, and | was pissed ‘cause none of my 
roommates wanted to go out. So | said “F**k that, 
I'll go drink alone”. So | ordered a pitcher for 
myself. It was eleven bucks or something, and | 
gave 15$. She gave me back change, but never 
took the 15$! So after about 20 minutes, | said 
“F**k that, I’m no Saint!” So | got a pitcher for free, 
and got paid 4$ for it, so | figured | may as well 
share the wealth and luck with someone, and lo 
and behold, Carman was there! | thought “He 
looks okay...”. So | offered him a beer, and then 
we hung out all night... 


MC: So that was your pick up line, eh? 
KM: Hey man, want some beer? (Laughter) 


L: So we hung out and swapped digits, and start- 
ed hanging out after that. | was actually in the stu- 
dio the day they recorded, | wasn’t in the band or 
anything, there weren't any plans to have me join, 
| was just there to check it out. Then Carman 
thought | should try out for the band. He didn’t 
know if | could actually sing or anything, | guess 
personality wise, he thought | might fit in, and 
that’s it. 


So when you finally went in to record, you 
had to write lyrics from scratch around the 
music... 


L: Yeah, but | went in like 3 months after the initial 
recording, so | had time to whip myself into shape 
and do the lyrics...| guess it was odd to just come 
in and put lyrics on songs that had already been 
recorded... 


MC: Everything's written in stone, you can’t be like 
“Hey, can you make this part a little longer?” 


L: Yeah, but it was a good experience for me to be 
able to just listen to the songs for that long head- 
ing into the studio, and knowing exactly what | had 
to do, 


As far as that recording goes, | guess the orig- 
inal plan was to do three 7” singles. What 
wound up happening is you did the first two, 
then went ahead and compiled all six of the 
songs onto one EP. Are you still planning on 
doing the 3rd 7 “? 


KM: No, we'll do a 3rd 7” someday... 
MC: But not that. 


So are you planning on recording again soon? 


a bunch of dates that were open, and were told to 
pick and choose, so we have to sort that out... 


Are you gonna be doing it with lan Blurton 
again? 


MC: Yeah, we're gonna do 8 songs. Keep 6 for 
another EP and use 2 for a single. 


L: So basically another EP. but we're gonna try and 
step thinks up concept wise and everything. | think 
we're gonna try to have more of a theme 
throughout. 

You guys have a song called “Drink Fight 
F**k’, Could you tell me a story that involves 
some of those elements? 


MC: Every night. The f**king part anyways! 
(Laughter) 


How about telling me about the last time 
someone threw a punch at you Louie? 


(General laughter) 
L: Oh! | shouldn't talk about that! (Laughter) 


Aw, c’mon! 


This guy could use a shower 


L: It was in Guelph, and | was a lazy son of a 
bitch... | couldn't get to the washroom ‘cause of 
the set up of the place, so | urinated in a bottle of 
beer. It was a Heineken- | remember it well! So | 
put it down on the table, near this little side table 
where they sell merch. Instead of taking the bottle 
with me and emptying it in the bathroom or some- 
thing later on, | just left it there. | forgot. Anyways, 
this girl took a swig of it, and so later on she’s like 
“Somebody pissed in my beer!”. | should've just 
played ignorant, probably would’ve saved myself 
some trouble, but | was kinda too honest, and 
came out like “Oh f**k man, I’m sorry!” you 
know? | was really apologetic and | felt like shit. So 
we left it at that, and headed to another bar. 
Apparently, the girl went and found her boyfriend 
who was working a few doors down, and told him 
about how she had drank my urine. And so he 
comes up to the bar where we were hanging out, 
and comes in. We're all just sitting there having a 
drink, and he comes up and asks “Which one of 
you pieces of shit pissed in my girlfriend’s beer?” 
See, | didn’t actually pee in her bottle, but any- 
ways... 


KM: And at that point, | had no idea this had just 
happened, so | was like “Who the f**k is this 


guy?”. 


L: So he’s like “Do you wanna take this outside?”, 
| say “Yeah”, so | walk outside with him. These 
guys didn’t follow us, | just told ‘em stay inside. 
Anyways, we started talking, it seemed like it 
would work out. 


KM: We were watching, and we were like “Ah, 
they’re not fighting, they’re talking”. 


L: He was pissed off, and | knew where he was 
coming from. | told him it was a crass thing to do, 
that it was accidental and everything... But the guy 
just kept pacing and stuff, and he could see that | 
was reasoning with him. Anyways, then he just 
threw a punch. Keith came out right away, 
dropped his beer and stuff, smashed it, and just 
grabbed him. Said “You didn’t have to do that!”, 
and after that | was like “Whatever, just let it go...”, 
so he f**ked off. He wasn’t happy either... 


KM: It was almost all on film. 


L: They just caught sorta the aftermath when peo- 
ple came out. 


KM: If the guy would’ve punched Louie faster, it 
would've been on film, but they were like “Yak, 
yak, yak, yak, yak...” So we kinda got bored. 
MC: Apparently she had bought a fresh beer. 
Couldn't she tell it wasn’t cold? 


KM: I'm surprised she even admitted it though. I'd 
have been like “Ughh, I’m not tellin’ anybody 
about this!” 


So far you’ve done 3 cross Canada tours, plus 
a ton of smaller ones. Any plans on taking the 
show elsewhere? 


KM: That's what this year’s about. We’re working 
on getting our visas. We wanna start by doing like 
Buffalo, Detroit, cities like that. They‘re closer than 
Edmonton! But we're still a little freaked out by the 
border. We wanna get our papers and do it prop- 
erly, ‘cause | mean we look like a bunch of crimi- 
nals. Even though we aren't, it'll still give us a hard 
time... 


ML: We're also working on maybe doing England 
at some point, just for a week. Try to throw in like 
6 or 7 shows, do ‘em straight in a row. 


Is there a band you have in mind to be tour- 
ing with over there? 


MC: Actually, my cousin’s band out there, they’re 
called Dragster. You know, they’ve done the cir- 
cuit, SO... 


KM: Bettie Page’s evil twin! 


MC: That's what they call my cousin...It’s good 
stuff, punk rock ‘n roll. 


Beyond that point, we kept yakking about all 
sorts of irrelevant things, the details of which I’ll 
spare you, the readership. Guitarist Keith Carman 
finally arrived to pick everybody up for the long 
drive back to the big smoke just as were paying 
the bill. So just for the sake of closure... 


Any last words? 
KM: Uh... uh... keep... it... real? Uh... f**k! Sorry. 


L: Yes...may the Gods of Rock ‘N Roll be with us... 
in this time of need, 


MS: Montreal is still by far my favorite place to 
play in Canada by f**king miles... There are other 
good ones too! 


KC: Don’t believe anything these assholes told 
you! (in a Scottish accent) The only real talent is 
right f**king here! | keep it in the dreadlocks! Just 
like fu*king Samson! 


MC: Suck my cock! 


Bands and labels alike are encouraged to send pro- 
motional materials to Degeneration Overdrive. 
Though it is our mandate to review everything 
which finds its way into our mailboxes, we cannot 
ensure however that substandard goods will not be 
thrown out the window of a moving vehicle. 
Reviews this issue by Flo, Hot Carl and Keith Lost. 


Bionic/Squalor 
Split 7" 
(Pirates Inc, CFHR) 

Two of the city's power- 
houses collide in a bloody 
no holds barred cage 
match, but only one must 
emerge victorious! 
Bionic's contribution kicks 
off strong, with Jonathan 
Cummins' trademark 
howl setting the stage for what promises to be some pret- 
ty furious rock ‘n roll excitement! | thought they had this 
confrontation in the bag for sure until about halfway 
through the song, the foursome abruptly veer off target 
through lowered intensity, and the use of totally uncalled 
for effects on the vocals. Stiff competition nonetheless, but 
the judges have ruled in favor of the underdog. Squalor 
must have said their prayers, eaten their vitamins and 
trained hard as the instrumental three-piece are unrelent- 
ing in their quest for the gold, and kill all ears with their 
pummeling doom metal/stoner rock assault. A pretty 
wicked split overall.(KL) 

www. bionicland.com 

www.cfhrec.com 
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Straight Flush Ghetto 
(People like you) 

Now | only had their 1st 
10" so hearing this, | was 
a bit surprised... happily 
surprised that is. This, 
their 3rd full length 
release, is definitely a 
force to be reckoned with. 
The Bones hail from 
Stockholm, the city that keeps giving us so many bands to 
be thankful for. This is 16 tracks of punk rock & roll with 
a heavy, yet melodic sound. Keep an eye for them as a 
N.A. tour is on the books soon. This is also available from 
the good folks at Liquor & Poker Music in North America. 
(flo) 

www. bonesrockandroll.com 

www. peoplelikeyourecords.de 
www.liquorandpokermusic.com 


S/T 
(Burning Heart) 

Hoping to carry on in their 
tradition of producing out- 
standing musical outfits, 
Sweden now brings us 
their latest export 
C.AARME. Supposedly a 
garagey sounding band 
according to virtually everything I've read about them, 
C.AARME come across more like an amalgam of both 
modern and old school hardcore. What I'm hearing is 
heavy driving bass & la SPAZZ mixed with discordant gui- 
tars and high pitched yelled vocals, backed by mid- 
tempo/fast drumming. Fairly explosive to begin with, they 
manage to keep things interesting by adhering to the tried 
and true formula of keeping tracks at under 2 minutes a 
piece. My lone complaint is that the recording could be a 
little grittier (though I'm sure many would disagree!), but 
it's worth checking out. (HC) 

http://c.aarme.lofi.org 

www.burningheart.com 


Converge 


You Fail Me 


‘RMB, 


(Epitaph) 

After listening to their 1995 Unloved and Weeded Out 7" 
earlier this week, it suddenly struck me just how far this 
group has come in the past decade... Without a doubt the 
biggest band in hardcore for some time, Converge once 
again deliver the goods with this, their latest 12 song 
onslaught of*brutal metallic hardcore. Fans of the genre wont 


be disappointed. (HC) 
www.convergecult.com 
www.epitaph.com 


The Donnas 


Gold Medal 

(Atlantic) 

Hmm... | was floored by 
the Donnas previous 
album “Spend the Night”, 
and still listen to it every 
week- It had so much 
power and energy! How _ 
things change, some- [- : 
times! Gone are the pubescent lyrics, and that hot and 
heavy voice that made me wanna get skintight with ‘em. 
The Donnas seem to have gone in a super commercial, 
softer rock direction. Some good riffs here and there, but 
I'm not a fan of the harmonies on this. The lack of inten- 
sity on this makes me think “antidepressants”, so let’s 
hope they give us something better next time.(fo) 
www.thedonnas.com ; 


The Dragons 


Rock n Roll Kamikaze 
(Gearhead) 
This is a re-release of the 
album before their last. 
I'm quite happy to get this, 
as | never managed to get 
a hold of the original. You 
gotta love these guys- gui- 
tar solos over the chorus, 


DRAGONS 


over the verse, OVER EVERYTHING! A real guitar hero wet 
dream! Good on gearhead for bringing this one back. 
Punk rock 'n roll played the way I'd want fo play it! Stand 
out songs: Who Yeah, Three steps from the bar & 
Kamikaze. (flo) 

www.thedragons.com 

www.gearheadrecords.com 


The Dropouts 


4 song EP 

Having played catchy as 
f**k poppy punk rock 
while boasting several 
members of the Stills 
once upon a time, the 
Dropouts (or Priestess, as 
ihey now call themselves) 
have evolved a great deal 
over the years. This 
release does feature a few older tracks, but what we 
have here is a totally revamped lineup showcasing more 
of a hard nosed rock dynamic. Fresh outta the studio 
having recorded their upcoming full length to be 
released by Quebec's Indica record label, this is a band 
to watch out for- truly one of Montreal's finest! (KL) 


Eddie Spaghetti 


The Sauce 

(Mid-fi) 

This is a bit dated in its release, but how to pass up on 
this review? This is Eddie Spaghetti of the Supersuckers' 
lst solo album, and he takes us through what have 
surely been some of his favorite country songs. There 
must be a little sappy country boy deep in this heart of 
mine, ‘coz this has been on my turntable for the past 3 
months. We find 10 covers and 2 of his own on this 
record. He may not have been sure what we'd think of 
these, but we sure like 'em! (flo) 
www.supersuckers.com 


The Flaming Sideburns 

Sky Pilots 

(Bitzcore) 

This album dates a bit further back, but | really wanted 
to review it. This is the vinyl version which includes a 
second live record, These kings bring us their music all 
the way from Helsinki and damn, | remember seeing 
them open for the Hellacopters in London a few years 
back and to be perfectly honest, wasn't that 
impressed...Then Alleluia Rock 'n Rolla came out, and | 
thought "Wow! They've really caught up!" With their 3rd 
full length, they really hit a level of musical professional- 
ism that screams for attention. | don't know why this isn't 
on Universal or something.... well, thank f**k! If you like 
the 70's stones then you will more than adore this. 
Outstanding tracks: Save Rock & Roll, Pictures Far 
Behind, Into the Golden Shade, and the live versions of 
Lose my Soul and R 'n R Boogaloo. (flo) 
www.flamingsideburns.com 

www. bitzcore.com 


Automatic Thrill 


(Steamhammer) . 
Whoaa! This is Gluecifer? I'm a big fan of the Glue, but 
\'ve listened to this a few times and it's a pretty large pill 


to swallow. They seem to be heading the same way as 
the Backyard Babies, in an over-produced, made for 
mass appeal, losing their identity direction. | miss the 
days of Tender is the savage, when i feel they were at 
their peak. Maybe if | didn't know it was Gluecifer... 
Some stand out tracks: Take it, Put Me On a Plate & Dr. 
Doctor. (flo) : 
www.gluecifer.com 


The Hellacopters Hellacopters 


Cream of the crap vol.2 

(Universal) 

If i died and there was a heaven (and | actually made it 
there), the Hellacopters would be the background music 
for eternity. | sincerely dare anybody to play one bad 
Hellacopters song for me! 20$, it's on! Here we have 
their 2nd collection of hard to find singles & songs from 
comps. A nice medley of old and new ‘copters songs put 
together for our listing pleasure. If you don't already 
know these guys its time to crawl out from under that 
rock youve been hiding under. Standout track? Try the 
entire album! (But Geekstreak really is magical) (flo) 
www.hellacopters.com 


The Hellacopters/ 


Adam West 

Split 7” picture disc 
(people like you) 

Both of these bands do 
one of each other songs 
for this release, plus one. 
| particularly like the 
Hellacopters version of 
Larry Williams! "Boney 
Marony", but then again, I'm biased. Adam West puts 
out a tremendous performance on their side. When are 
they gonna visit their northern cousins? Another great 
release from people like you. Very nice artwork to boot 
by Vincente. (flo) 

www.peoplelikeyourecords.de 


Jerk Appeal 

36 cents 

{sonik's chicken shrimp) 

| seem to miss every one of their shows, and they've 
apparently played quite a few. I've heard they're taking a 
breather at the moment, so all we got now is this 7". | 
like the gritty punk R ‘n R they play, seems like a lot of 
energy comin off. Good 1st release for Sonik's, hopefully 
more to come. Stand out track: New city (flo) 


The Lucky Punch 


Kick up a hullabaloo 

(Deadbeat) 

Sprechen sie rock & roll? Straight from Austria comes 
The Lucky Punch (you would wonder with the Calgary 
Flames cap on the picture). | like these guys- | love these 
guys!!! Reminding me a bit of the Last Vegas but with 
half screechy, half harmonious vocals over top (remind- 
ing me a bit of early Nick Royal). So you just waltz on to 
your nearest vinyl score joint & demand your Lucky 
Punch.WIR LIEBEN THE LUCKY PUNCH! (flo) 
www.theluckypunch.com 

www.dead-beat-records.com 


Powertrane/ 
Sweet Justice 
Split 7" 
(American ruse) 
Powertrane is Scott 
Morgan's new band 
(Sonic rendezvous band/ 
Hydromatic/The solu- 
tion), | really like this 
track, it reminds me a lot 
of the stuff he did early on with The Hellacopters. If you 
like Scott's other bands you' II love this. Sweet Justice 
features Frank Meyer of the Street Walking Cheetahs 
and Bruce Duff of A.D.Z., but don't think for 2 seconds 
that it sounds like that. This is more like 60's soul with 
some rock thrown in. A bit of a surprise for me, and it 
actually won me over for this record. (flo) 
www.americanruserecords.com 
www.scottmorganmusic.com 


The Setbacks 

One Track Mind 

(sorority song) 

Straight from the dead city itself (Ottawa) come the 
Setbacks. If you didn't catch them when they came thru 
town at Cafe Chaos a while back, this CD would give 
you a chance to hear what you missed. They deliver 5 
songs of mid-paced rock and roll, kind of reminding me 
of Toronto's Hacksaw at times. | wish we had more 
bands like this in Montreal. They played a version of 
Deep Purple's Highway Star that made your jaw hurt 
from so much smiling. Too bad it's not on here.Standout 
tracks: One Track Mind & Born on the River. Don't miss 
them again! (flo) 

www.thesetbacks.com 

www.sororitysongs.com 


Social Distortion 


Sex, Love and Rock ‘n Roll 

(Timebomb) 

Wow! It's been a long time since we've had a new Social 
Distortion record, and | was really wondering what to 
expect from this, but it’s been worth the wait! Everything 
on this from the faster songs like Reach for the Sky to the 
slower numbers like Winners and Losers are #1, These 
guys seem to have aged very well from the lyrical per- 
spective down to the songwriting, and their experience 
and maturity resonates throughout the entire album. Not 
a bad song on here, but my favourites would have to be: 
Winners & Losers, Highway 101, Reach for the Sky. (flo) 
www.socialdistortion.com 
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The Solution 


Communicate! 

(Sweet Nothing) 

This highly anticipated 
record seems like it was a 
long time coming. | wasn't 
sure what to expect from 
this... It features Scott 
Morgan & Nick Royal 
workin together again, 
with a guest appearance 
from Strings (Hellacopters). This is 60's sou! with touches 
of rock down to a T, from the recording down to the horns 


and back-up singers. You could fool anybody into believ- 
ing it came out 40 years ago. If you like the style it's a 
must. | wouldn't give up my copy! Standout tracks: too 
many to list. Another fine record produced by Nick 
Royal. (flo) 

www.thesolution.nu 


They had me from the 
start with the awesome 
screenprinted packaging, 
and things only got better 
once the CD hit my stereo! 
A virtually all girl unit 
boasting ex-members of . 

both Les Sexareenos and The Del-gators, the Sunday 
Sinners play infectious, danceable rock and roll with a 
sound that's very reminiscent of the Detroit Cobras. Main 
difference is that the Sunday Sinners aren't a cover 
band... Recommended. (HC) 

thesundaysinners.com 
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lll: Ghost Tigers Rise 
(Hellcat) 

Being somewhat unfamil- 
iar with the whole psy- 
chobilly genre, | had actu- 
ally picked up Tiger 
Army's previous full length 
The Power of Moonlight : 

on a whim during one of = 
my infamous bi-weekly 
jaunts through the city's pawn shops, and was fairly 
enthralled by their dark sound. Although Ghost tigers Rise 
pretty well picks up where the last one left off, I'm left feel- 
ing a little disappointed. Cleaner production seems to 
have dampened a lot of the energy that once made them 
stand out in my eyes, and | seem to find myself listening 
to it over again hoping it'll win me over, to no avail. Not 
a bad record by any means, but a little underwhelming. 
(KL) 

www.tigerarmy.com 

www. hell-cat.com 


i pis O ( O : ci i a Ty i. / 
Thank You For Your i: 
Daughters 


(Music for Cats) 

Ottawa’s Weapons of 
Mass Seduction do away 
with the superfluous bass LC 
player and explode witha fi 
twin guitar assault of raw, 
stripped down garage rock ‘n roll. Great stuff, but can 
someone please explain to me why the spine is on the 
wrong side of the LP? (HC) 
www.musicforcatsrecords.com 


The Wildhearts 
Riff After Riff 
(Gearhead) 


This band is huge in the U.K. and the rest of Europe, but 
doesn't seem to have made much of a mark in North 
America. For any of you that got the supershitty 666 10", 
this is Ginger's (guitarist) main band. They supported the 
Darkness on their last N.A. tour. This is definitely candy 
rock & roll. Took me a few listens to get into it but then it 
stuck to my turn table for a month (maybe the candy melt- 
ed). The harder songs remind me of early Backyard 
Babies. This record is a collection of their b-sides. Also 
some great artwork from Dirty Donny. Standout tracks: 
Bang!, Action Panzer & Stormy to the South, Karma to the 
South. (flo) 

www.thewildhearts.com 

www.gearheadrecords,com 


‘Til the Living End 
(Relapse) 

Zeke brings us another 
dose of balls to the walls 
speed rock! We also find a 
few numbers where you 
cannot ignore the 
Motorhead influence, this 
is definitely gonna be a 
classic for them. | already 
wish they would come back and play for us again! Stand 
out tracks: Long Train Running, On Through the Night, 
Till the Living end, just to name a few! (flo) 
www.zekeyou.com 


Supersuckers 
Live in Anaheim DVD 
(Mid-fi) 

Yeah!!! That’s what I’m talking 
about! The Supersuckers bring us 
their first DVD release, and a beaut 
it is! Recorded, as the title implies, 
in Anaheim but with their country 
songs recorded in San Diego, this 
delivers what the boys are known 
for- pure evil rock and roll. If you 
folks have never had the chance to see what the wooco 
haaa is all about, this is your chance. Also features Mr 
Spaghetti interviewing the band and some other folks. 
Another bonus is a live performance of Eddie doing 2 songs 
from his new solo album at a record launch. And if that 
weren't enough, it comes with a bonus live CD with both 
rock and country supersucker songs done all in country. 
Now if that’s not a great release for ya, go f**k yourself! (flo) 
www.supersuckers.com 


SUPERGUEKERS 


Social Distortion 
Live in Orange County DVD 
(Time bomb) 

Well, with their new album out and 
tour underway, this DVD is a nice 
addition to the pack. Recorded live 
at the House of Blues on January 
19th 2003 , these forefathers of 
punk rock & roll put on a great 
performance, with a wide range of 
songs from their various albums. As far as bonus fechas 
go, you get to take the passenger's seat in Mike's hot rod 
and learn about the Ness family being vegetarian... cool! 
(flo) 


www.socialdistortion.com 
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Weapons °F Wiass 


SEDUCTION 
“thank you for your daughters” 


gen 


12’ vinyl 


PU a lS ny 


Reverend Glasseye 


“Happy End and Begin” 


CD EP 


ASTERGID NO. 4 
“Honeyspot” 


Double 
12” vinyl 


"Philly's Asteroid No. 4 “country-psych concept” 
Honeyspot. Features the band's originally 
intended song order, lost track and a second LP 
of never released cuts from the album's 
recording sessions." 


www.musicforcatsrecords.com 


ROCK 


INEPSY 


7h ROLL 


BABYLON 


Some call them the best band in Montreal. Many others however would probably say 
they've never heard of them. Renown within the international punk community, but yet to 
be discovered by the rest of the world, they ride upon the enraged underdog of rock & roll, 
blowing everybody's mind along the way. I met them to talk about their new album, life, 


and the spirit that drove them this far. By Flo 


Shouting to be heard 


Inepsy is: Chany (Guitar, Vocals), Bennet 
(Guitar), Sam (Drums), J.P. (Bass) 


Could you tell us about the new album you 
just finished recording? 


S$: The new album is again conceptual, with the 
music tying in with the artwork and the sleeve. 
Musically, | find we tried to go back to our punk 
roots. We stay rock but with a more Inepsy side to 
it. 


This record sounds even better than the last. 
Did you guys: find yourselves sinking more 
money into the project this time around? 


S: No, it’s the same budget. We've had the same 
soundman since the first 7", so he's gotten to know 
our sound. We got better results. Chany changed 
guitars, and we upgraded our gear. That's proba- 
bly part of it. 


Both full lengths have been released by Feral 
Ward. Have you been approached by any 
other labels? 


S: Yeah, but always for f**kin' splits. 
B: And compilations. 


B: Some labels talked to us at first, just before 
Rock ‘n Roll Babylon came out. People were ask- 
ing if we were interested in putting something out, 
but we told them we were doing stuff with Feral 
Ward. That tends to make people back off. But 
people just wanna do split releases most of the 
time. 


C: People never got over splits. It's like they can't 
write enough material, | don't know... 


S: They don't know if it will sell otherwise. 


B: World Burns to Death want to do one with us. 


S:To me, splits are annoying unless it's with a 
f**kin’ good band! 


B: A split album, that's not too bad, but a split 7" 
is a waste of time. 


S: A split album, if it's with friends, okay, but with 
a band that you've never seen before, what's the 
use? 


C: Its like the old 90's way, split,split,split,split. 


Would you say the big Discharge influence 
has been thrown aside at this point? 


S: No, the picking on a lot of songs is still Dis- 
beat. 


B: It varies. 


S: We got more of our own style in there, but the 
basic Dis-beat is still a part of it. 


C: The solos are more defined than on the previ- 
ous album. 


B: We used to find our influences in other bands 
before, now we just copy our own album! 


S: The thing with Dis-beat is that people don't 
evolve in it, they copy Discharge, they play the 
same f**king riffs. It's a good beat, it's a fast rock 
beat pretty much. If you elaborate a little you can 
take it a lot further. 


Do you think you'll ever tire of the formula? 


C: It could happen. I've still got plenty of good 
compositions in me that are along the same lines. 
When | wake up one morning and realize | 
haven't been able to write anything in 6 months or 
something, then I'll start thinking of stopping. 

B: It always happens one day. 


C: We'll just keep playing the same old songs. 
When you get to have a 40 song set, you don't 
need to compose. Once in a while, you modify 
your set throughout the shows. 


S: We don't have any signed contracts. It's not like 
we have to put out an album every year. 


| noticed the motorcycle sounds on the song 
Ride ‘til | Die. Is that Chany’s bike we’re 
hearing? 


S: No, it's not my bike... 


Inepsy don’t dig Ricky Martin 


C: No, it's a moped! (laughter) 


C: No, it's David's dad's bike- the guy from the 
studio. Me and J.P wanted to take the sound from 
my bike, but it sounded like shit! But this guy's 
dad had a Harley soft tail, that sounded alot bet- 
ter! (laughter) 


Chany, you painted the artwork for the 
album. Could you tell us a little bit about the 
story behind it? 


C: The front is kind of like Rock and Roll Babylon, 
you see the Inepsy guy, our logo, our mascot. 
When | started the sleeve for R 'n R Babylon, it 
showed the city in ruins. Well, | wanted to contin- 
ue that concept. | should have done them in the 
opposite order, but it doesn't matter. It starts with 
city weapons, the city before it gets destroyed. For 
me the city represents civilization, just like with ter- 
rorism in the States, they put enough money in 
armament that they are militarizing the entire 
world. So what | tried to show was New York, 
emblem of capitalism in the States, with the twin 
towers redone as 2 big nuclear missiles ready to 
blow, just so they can show how strong they are. | 
surrounded it with the Inepsy concept, with the 
mascot that has the chance to blow it all to shit. 


On the flipside, well it's the aftermath. | put our- 
selves on it because if everything blows, so will 
we. 


B: With our heads on sticks. (laughter) 


Have any other bands asked you to do their 
covers? 


C: Yeah, Hellbound want something for their split 
with Despite. There's other things, but | don't want 
to talk about them now because nothing's for sure 
yet. 

You just came off a short tour with World 
Burns to Death. How was it? 

S: The shows were pretty good! 


B: Even Ottawa! 


S: | had never'seen it that good in Ottawa. Same 
for Toronto... 


B: Toronto was like Montreal. Ottawa didn't have 
as many people but it was fun. 


S: W.B.1.D. didn't regret coming to Canada. 


| heard all hell broke loose after the show in 
Toronto. What happened? 


B: How do you know about that? 
Huh? 


B: We went to see Career Suicide the next day, 
and the show ended early. We wanted to keep 
drinking, but the bars there close early. Anyways, 
there was this karaoke upstairs, and this preppy 
girl came to see us, and asked if we wanted to 
party tonight. We were into it, but there was a 
bunch of us, and we had nowhere to go. So she 
told us they were gonna party upstairs, and if we 
could get 1 or 2 $ per person we could come in. 
The girl said there was gonna be alot of beer. | 
asked her, "Is it gonna be free? 'Cause they don’t 
sell it upstairs!" She said not to worry cause her 
boyfriend was coming, and there was enough 
beer for everyone. We get in there and there are 
about 30 or 40 of us. People soon started jump- 
ing everywhere, and we broke 2 mics and the 
jack stopped working within the first 5 minutes! 
(laughter) 


B: | went.to the guy downstairs to get a new jack, 
and he's freaking out, 'cause we've only been 
there 5 minutes- the mics are all busted, people 
are screaming, everybody's drunk, and the room 


i i TNL Hy 
dressed in black 


is packed with a big gang of punks and a gang 
of preps. That's when the shit hit the fan. Two 
gangs that shouldn't mix. The girl's boyfriend 
showed up with the beer. Only a f**kin’ 6 pack, 
30 people in there and he brings a 6 pack, f**k! 


C: Our friend Brandy takes one from the guy's 
bag, and me and Steve do the same. So there's 
only 3 left. Her boyfriend was freaking out, he 
didn't know she was too f**ked up. The girl takes 
Brandy's beer, who gets pissed, so she grabs her 
by the throat. Then the boyfriend gets involved, so 
| jump in. After, | went to see Chany and | asked 
him if he was ready to fight, ‘cause we might have 
to take on the preps... So we f**ked shit up a lit- 
tle, then left ‘cause one of our friends was bud- 
dies with them and we didn't want to cause shit for 
him. Oh yeah, then everything got trashed! 
(Laughter) 

C: There was this big garbage can, so | was emp- 
tying the garbage on the stairs as everybody was 
running down. People were tripping on the 
garbage, the chinese owner was in the middle of 
this. He didn't understand anything... (laughter) 
going down the stairs, bing! bang! The picture 
frames on the wall falling all over the place! 
(laughter) 


B: | heard a T.V. get knocked over. It just went 


"Bang!"! 
S: Oh, yeah... 
B: A BIG TV! 


C: When the TV. fell, there were all these nice pic- 
ture frames on the wall, and they all fell at the 
same time (laughter). It felt like the whole place 
was made out of cardboard. It was unbelievable! 


B: It looked like a tornado had gone through the 
hallway. 


C: Then the Chinese guys came out and we were 
out there smoking cigarettes like nothing had 
happened. They were freaking out! They went 
back inside and we left before they called the 
cops. 


B: Or their mafia, before we got our asses kicked. 


You had to cancel your last US tour. What 
happened? 


S: We were supposed to play this big festival in 
Philly before going on tour. 


B: Pointless Fest. We were really excited about it, 
but Chany has a criminal record and it came out, 
so he didn't pass at the border. 


S: It had never come out before. 


B: | went with Sam anyway to tell people the tour 
was cancelled. | didn't want fo try crossing 
through again, cause losing an entire tour is 
worse than a show. 


C: If | try again, | go to jail. 


S: There were a lot of people there to see us, and 
when they found out we weren't playing, you saw 
a bunch of people leaving. There were even peo- 
ple that came down from Japan! 


B: People were pissed, they were saying "F**k, 
why can't you play?!" Man, it's not my fault! | was 
sick of it! 


So what's next in that case? 


B: | talked to them about doing a tour in the mar- 
itimes for next summer. Halifax, Moncton, what- 


ever cities in Quebec. Then go to Europe in the 
fall, 


What are your feelings about the Montreal 
punk scene? 


B: A big scene but it’s stagnant. 


S: Too f**ked up, too scattered, too many ditfer- 
ent styles. | don’t know how many thousands of 
people are into hardcore or punk here, but are all 
involved in different scenes. 


B: When | book shows, | don't know, Inepsy, Born 
Dead Icons, and an emo band , people shit on 
me for putting an emo band on. Okay, maybe 
emo is a bit too far, but look at the next show. 
Born Dead Icons, C.C.S.S., After the Bombs and 
Walk Aside. When Walk Aside will play, people 
will ask me why the f**k | booked them. They’re 
really good, it sounds like Minor Threat, old 80's 
hardcore. It's still punk! It has to be 4 Inepsy 
sounding bands for people-to be happy?! 


S: Well, what | like is that it’s starting to be like in 
the 80's- Straightedge bands accept playing with 
bands that aren’t. Something that really hasn’t 
existed in the last 15 years. Now dirty punks with 
charged mohawks hang with straightedge kids. 


B: As far as the scene goes we probably have the 
biggest one in North America, but it’s full of — 
incompetents. For every 1000 punks, maybe 15 
are actually active! 


How would you define the punk lifestyle? 
B: Do what you want and be happy. 


C: | don’t ask myself that question anymore. | just 
continue to move forward. 


B: At 30 you're not punk anymore, you're a bum! 
(laughter) 


S: | guess | just wouldn’t be around if | had lost 
the spirit. I'd go see rock shows from time to time, 
but that’s it. | guess you could say I’ve still got the 
same spirit as when | was young, and that's what 
keeps me in it... 


C: To me, being punk is about being able to do 
what we want to do, to get up in the morning, he 
wants to do a zine, | want to paint, draw, write 
songs... for me that’s punk. You don’t see aver- 
age citizens waking up in the morning to write 
songs or paint their anger on their wall. Punk is a 
pretty vast thing. Some people are punk and don't 
even know it.4K 
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AUSTRALIA’S BEST KEPT SECRET? 


If you're lucky, you got some of their recorded material on ebay. If not, it’s time to pay some 
respect to these kings of rock. As groups like Radio Birdman and the Powder Monkeys once 
ruled the Australian scene in their respective decades, Mustang seem set to dominate the 
beginning of the new millennium. Armed with a power and intensity that puts most bands 
to shame, they’re reminiscent of the Backyard Babies in their heyday, but with the pedal to 
the metal. With no recent developments announced, Degeneration Overdrive took it to find 
out what is going on down under. Drummer Toby answered our questions. By Flo 


For starters, could you tell us a bit about the 
band’s history? How did you guys join togeth- 
er? 


We formed in January ‘97 when Jason moved 
back to Tassie from Melbourne and joined in with 
Andy, Damo and | on a new project. All he 
brought was his guitar and the name Mustang. So 
we partied for a few weeks, gave the other bands 
shit about how good we were, then played our 
first show in March that year with Magic Dirt. We 
relocated to Melbourne in ‘99 with our album 
Drunkenstars of the Revolution, did a couple of 
singles, changed the lineup a bit and the rest, as 
they say, is history... 


Your stuff is amazingly hard to find here in 
North America, though I’ve heard you may 
finally be re-releasing your debut full length 
Drunken stars of the Revolution. Could you 
tell us what label will be carrying it, and 
whether you anticipate more widespread dis- 
tribution as a result? 


Yeah, we're planning on_ re-releasing 
Drunkenstars soon, but | think we'll leave “by 
who” out for now. Don’t want to put the mockers 
on ourselves. It'll be back out soon though! There 
should be better distribution this time ‘round. We 
were sort of caught by surprise last time with over- 
seas interest, so we'll be better prepared this time, 
and hopefully there'll be vinyl available this time 
too, And a new cover. 


Tell us about the new material that’s in the 
works? Have you managed to record any- 
thing new recently, and should we expecting 
a release anytime soon? 


There’s plenty in the works! We've got a heap of 
songs that’ve been floating around for years, 
playing live, but not released. We’re in the process 
of recording a second album now with fhese 
songs and some brand newies written for the 
album. That'll be out soon, and should have very 
good distribution to the States and Canada, but | 
can't give you an exact time yet. Again, soon. 


Should we expect the same brand of hard 
nosed rock and roll as previous, or would you 
say your sound has evolved into something a 
little different? 


There's definite differences. I’d say that the hard- 
nosed feel is still there for sure, but we're definite- 
ly more polished, better sounds, probably harder 
than before in fact. Evolved is a good word. That's 
definitely the case, and | think it’s a natural pro- 
gression more than a conscious change of style. 


Except for maybe the vocals. They particularly have 
become more intricate, more melodic. They help 
to create the music, rather than just get thrown in 
there like before. Alot of thinking now goes into 
writing vocal patterns to complement the music 
now. | mean, sometimes we haven't seen Andy for 
weeks, and we'd go to his house and hear this 
crazy man howling inside, trying this and that 
vocal to fit a song! Overall though, we’ve become 
a much better band, with much better songs. 


When it comes to Aussie rock, most of us 
think Radio Birdman, The Saints or more 
recently Powder Monkeys or The Onyas. 
What other new bands would you say are 
making waves down there? 


| don’t think anyone down here has got over 
bands like the Powdermonkeys. | mean, they were 
the best! There’s not really anything here nowa- 
days (that I’ve seen) that really stands out, but 
there are a lot of rockin’ bands having a go. It’s a 
good place to be for rock n roll, but there’s noth- 
ing really outstanding in my book. Is that rude? 
Well hey, don’t shoot the messenger. 


You seem to limit yourselves to touring 
Australia, any plans on making it out to 
America anytime soon? 


The plan is for Europe first. But who knows? 
America is definitely in our plans, but we’ve been 
looking toward Europe first. It’s a place we've all 
wanted to play in and visit for a long time, to 
experience the music culture that most of us grew 
up listening to, the metal scene there of the ‘80's 
- early ‘90's and to just get the feel of the place. 
But we'll definitely be coming: to America and 
Canada at some stage - depends how many of 
you buy our new record! 


So what do you guys do outside the band? 
Any side projects? 


Side projects? Not really. Jobs, yeah. Without 
naming names we have a couple of landscaping 
lads, a barman, a surveyor and a porn guy. And 
four dads. So, between the band, the pub, the 
jobs and the kids, we're pretty full up with our 
time. The next project is to form a band with our 
kids! Maybe live off their success later in life! 


Any last words? 
Wait, Just wait for the next album. We promise 


you'll be able to get it MUCH easier than previous 
releases! Cheers! 


HEAVY METAL 
MADNESS!! 


(OR A TRIBUTE TO MY MISSPENT YOUTH) 


Having grown up the youngest of 3 siblings 
through the late 70’s and 80’s, I inevitably 
found myself sporting torn denim, studded 
bracelets and a regal spiked hair/ mullet 
combo by the time I hit fourth grade. 
Although there admittedly was a period in 
my life where I somewhat renounced this 
crucial part of my heritage, I can proudly 
affirm that, not unlike most punks I have 
frequented over the years, my true roots lie 
in heavy metal music. With that, I bring you 
the following crossword! To the right you'll 
find what was originally intended to be a list 
of legendary heavy metal albums (okay, 
many of these records are quite atrocious, 
but making a crossword is surprisingly hard 
and so I got desperate!), the objective is to 
identify the bands who released them. Good 
luck! By Hot Carl 
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